INFORMATION

COAST DIGITAL – MERSEA CIRCLE

MASAKI FUJIHATA

SATURDAY 16 – SUNDAY 17 AUGUST 2003 > MERSEA ISLAND > ESSEX  > UK

PROJECT DISCRIPTION

The internationally renowned Japanese digital artist Masaki Fujihata is back on Mersea Island to continue making a major new artwork with the help of residents and members of the public interested in participating. We are delighted that you can join Fujihata and his Rangers on Mersea Island for a different kind of walk with a futuristic twist!

In response to this remarkable island, Fujihata has developed Mersea Circle, an artwork that tracks people flow around the island using GPS devices (Global Positioning System) and video camera. Just as the tides and weather shape Mersea Island’s identity, so too does the movement of residents and visitors. 

The data collected over the weekend will be used by Fujihata to create a virtual three-dimensional installation of the journeys, to be shown at firstsite from 29 November 2003 – 7 February 2004 The animated, interactive artwork created will interpret the scale, speed and direction of human movement around Mersea Island, offering residents and visitors an alternative map of the island and an opportunity to rediscover this unique part of the Essex coastline. 

TO TAKE PART

You must sign up for a time slot in advance, as places are limited. 

Phone firstsite on 01206 577067 or Future Physical on 0207 357 0823 or email coastdigital@futurephysical.org
TIMETABLE

Saturday 16th August

REGISTRATION

10.00, 11.00, 12.00 - Cudmore Grove Park, East Mersea

Each walking group consists of five participants and one Ranger to guide you along the route. Two groups will start walking together at each hour point. Along the way there will be a rest spot where you can have refreshments and recharge. There will be tea and cake at the finish.

17.00 – PUBLIC TALK and RECEPTION 

Royal British Legion Hall, 39 Barfield Road, West Mersea, 

Presentations by Masaki Fujihata, and by David Nicholls (Warden of Ray Island). Wine and nibbles will be served after the presentations.

19.00 – WEST MERSEA TOWN REGATTA

On the waterside, West Mersea - Fair, Fireworks, sailing and water sports

Sunday 17th August

REGISTRATION

10.00, 11.00, 12.00 - Cudmore Grove Park, East Mersea

Each walking group consists of five participants and one Ranger to guide you along the route. Two groups will start walking together at each hour point. Along the way there will be a rest spot where you can have refreshments and recharge. There will be tea and cake at the finish.

TRAVEL

By Car

From London, take the A12 and head towards Colchester. Follow the signs for Colchester Zoo. Look for signs to Mersea Island. Follow the Mersea road B1025 all the way onto the island. Bear left following signs for East Mersea. Follow signs to Cudmore Grove Park where you can park for the day (the gates close at 9.30pm).

By Train

Take the train to Colchester (North Station)

There are frequent InterCity services between Colchester and London Liverpool Street (50 minutes) and Norwich (1 hour). 

The following trains will be met by minibuses to take you to Mersea Island in time for the 10am, 11am, 12pm Start times. You must let Future Physical know in advance if you require this service. For more information about trains call 08457 48 49 50 or www.nationalrail.co.uk

Saturday 16th August

London   -(  Colchester  -( Minibus to Mersea Island -( Start Time

08.15            09.09              9.15                                  10.00

09.00            09.48              10.15                                11.00

10.00            10.48              11.15                                12.00

Sunday 17th August
London   -(  Colchester  -( Minibus to Mersea Island -( Start Time

08.00            09.09              09.15                                 10.00

08.50            09.48              10.15                                 11.00

09.50            10.48              11.15                                 12.00

There will be minibuses returning to Colchester Station from Mersea Island on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. Please sign up for a seat at Registration if you require this service.

By Bus

There is a limited bus service from Colchester to Mersea Island. We will have details of the services at Registration but this is why we are providing minibus services. For more information call First Buses on 01245 25615
ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS

The cheapest and the most cheerful accommodation option on Mersea Island is to camp or caravan with a group of friends. Below are the options for accommodation:

Camping: 

Fen Farm - East Mersea, Essex CO5 8UA  01206 386 316 www.caravancampingsites.co.uk 

Price: £14.60 per unit per night – space for caravan and car, tent and car, motor home

We have chosen this Campsite as it is very close to the walk Start, Cudmore Grove Park, and the sea! Fen farm has a unique rural atmosphere and was awarded the David Bellamy Gold award for conservation, for the third time, and the English Tourist Board awarded three stars. 

Caravan: 

Coopers Beach Holiday Park, East Mersea, Essex, CO5 8TJ  0870 442 9288

With direct access to the beach, and lying close to Cudmore Grove Park, Coopers Beach Holiday Park is ideal accommodation if you are partaking in Mersea Circle. It has good facilities including an outdoor swimming pool. 

http://www.gbholidayparks.co.uk/holiday_parks/coopers_beach/index.htm
B&B’s:

B&B’s on Mersea Island are very limited. We have booked a variety of rooms around and near to the Island. If you require a room in a B&B on Mersea Island, or in a hotel in Colchester please contact Future Physical for the options.

CONTACT:

Future Physical 

t.0207 357 0824
 f. 0207 357 0825


e. coastdigital@futurephysical.org 

w. http://www.futurephysical.org
firstsite

t. 01206 577 067

e. info@firstsite.uk.net
w. http://www.firstsite.uk.net/
Coast Digital the first phase of the Coast project is commissioned and produced by Future Physical (shinkansen/Arts Council of England East), shinkansen and firstsite for COAST, an Essex County Council Initiative.
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